
Forwarding 
power
Mapping Political Information Flows on Telegram

Giulia Tucci & Fabio Gouveia

Brazilian Institute of Information in Science and Technology

Digital Humanities Today: Critical Inquiry with and about the Digital 23 Jun 2026 KING'S COLLEGE LONDON



question: how does political discourse get its infrastructure?

When a political message travels across 
Telegram –


forwarded from channels to chats during 
an election –


what exactly is moving?
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context: telegram political use in brazil 🇧🇷

After losing the 2022 elections, Jair Bolsonaro's political group called on their 
supporters to invade government buildings in Brasilia

Encrypted messaging groups and channels were used to organize the anti-democratic 
attacks on January 8, 2023.

Currently, Jair Bolsonaro is under arrest for coup attempt.



Approaches to map telegram forWarding

Forwarder → chat chat → Original author

Original source (channel/ group/user)
Forwarder

Chat (channel/ group) Forwarder is omitted

Original source (channel/ group/user)

Chat (channel/ group)

Forwarder

Direct network. Edges trace the forwarding 
action itself: who pushed the message into the 
receptor chat.



Limit: in groups, any user can forward; in 
channels, only admins. Nodes tell us little about 
source authority.

Forwarding action observed

Direct network. The forwarder is dropped; edges 
connect the receptor directly to the channel/
group/ user that first authored the message.



Reveals: which chats draw on which sources – a 
sourcing pattern, not an action trace.

Forwarder omitted



from forwards to a source ecology

1,397 messages → 
fwd_from_author and 
chat pairs

Edge = shared chats 
(channels); weight = 
frequency of co-use

Forward 
messages

Weight edges

Compute co-
mobilization

Gephi

Which sources of 
content are forwarded 
into the same channnels

Force-directed layout - 
cluster structure 
emerges
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co-forwarded original authors

Co-sources 
network

Undirected network. Only original authors 
(sources) remain; two sources are linked 
when they are forwarded into the same chat.

Maps source authority: which channels are 
routinely cited together as references.
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Extreme-right politicians

01 news source (sputnik Brasil

Conspiracy channels
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Network 
findings

“Forwarding power” — the capacity to become an authoratuve passage point in political 
redistribution networks

dominant poles of 
production

Structural 
clusters

Bridging nodes

High-degree hub nodes – sources 
connected to dozens of others, 
forming the backbone of political 
information circulation across 
Telegram.

Groups of sources that travel 
together, invoked by the same 
communities of channels – revealing 
coordinated or habituated co-use, 
not just individual influence.

Sources that connect otherwise 
distinct clusters – functioning as 
informational brokers across political 
communities and making cross-
cluster dialogue architecture visible.
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FOLLOWING THE AFFORDANCE AS 
A METHOD MEANS ACCEPTING 
THE PLATFORM AS AN ACTIVE 

PARTICIPAnt in shaping what 
can be observed and 

described 

Rogers (2013)

Narratives gain high reach 
not because rhetorical force 

only, they are embedded in 
dense forward networks 
favored by the platform

Tucci & Gouveia (2025)



Forwarding power is not just about who forwards what.

It is about how certain voices become AUTHORITATIVE on the 
circulation of political information and how platform 
architecture makes that legible.

 Forwarding Power (OSF): osf.io/gh4b3   |   Encrypted Bias: osf.io/98mhq   |   TeleCatch: zenodo.org/records/15645167



thank you

Questions?


